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Mountains 
of Fun!

points to be gained from contacts at higher 
frequencies made it very attractive. By 
this time the easterly wind had whipped 
up and it made holding a dish antenna 
steady quite an act of strength and 
endurance! After more than an hour of 
tweaking the equipment, we finally made 
CW and then SSB contact with VK1DOH 
and VK1BLM, 33 km away, on 2.4 GHz 
and 3.4 GHz. Attempts at contacts on 5.7 
GHz and 10 GHz were unsuccessful. Next 
time we hope to have a bit more power 
and antenna gain.

By evening, the strong easterly breeze 
had brought in moist air from the coast 
and we found ourselves enveloped in 
cloud. The temperature dropped to about 
7° C and everything was dripping wet! 
Some medicinal beverages helped to ease 
the shivering, and we took advantage of 
the improving propagation conditions to 
work some more distant stations in VK3 
and on the central coast of NSW. By about 
midnight we decided it was time to climb 
into our swags and get some sleep.

We woke at dawn to see the sun 
emerging from a sea of cloud a few 
hundred feet below us, and not a breath of 
wind. We spent quite a while soaking up 
the view and taking photographs before 
we even thought about boiling the billy 
or turning on the radios. I think we were 
all mesmerised by the sheer beauty and 
tranquillity.

Most of the other portable stations 
were up early too and provided plenty 
of activity for us as we ate our breakfast. 
As more stations began to appear at 
increasing signal strengths, it became 
clear that some tropospheric enhancement 
was brewing - you can clearly see the 
duct caused by a temperature inversion in 
Photo 3. As the morning progressed we 

VHF-UHF Summer Field 
Day 2007

Andy Sayers VK2AES

The 2007 Summer VHF-UHF Field Day Contest took place on the 13th 
and 14th of January, and a group of amateurs, mainly employees of CEA 
Technologies in Canberra, took to the hills to compete using the callsign 
VK1CEA.
There is growing interest in the VK1 
area in operating portable for field day 
contests, which is great for the hobby, but 
it means there is fierce competition for 
the best locations from which to operate! 
Greg VK1AI, and Ted VK1BL, operated 
from Mount Coree, west of Canberra in 
the 2006 Spring Field Day (see Greg’s 
article in the December issue of AR), and 
they were happy to let us have a turn at 
operating from this spot for the summer 
contest.

Mount Coree is located about 25 km 
west of Canberra and is 1420 m above 
sea level. It’s not the highest peak in the 
ACT but it is a fantastic site for radio, as it 
has an unobstructed view in all directions 
and is completely bare of trees, which can 
be very lossy on the UHF and microwave 
bands. Another important factor is the 
absence of any high power transmitters 
or repeaters on the mountain which can 
wreak havoc by causing interference or 
desensitising receivers.

After loading up all the gear on Saturday 
morning, we headed for the hills and 
made our way up the rough 4WD track 
to the summit, where we were greeted by 
a friendly fellow who was manning the 
fire tower (I want his job!). The area was 
severely burnt in the 2003 bush fires and 
is showing signs of recovery, but is still 
extremely dry.

After setting up the antennas and some 
shelter from the sun, we made our first 
round of contacts with the Canberra 
locals and the other portable stations 
in the region. All had needle-bending 
signal strengths! Later in the afternoon 
it was time to setup for a “sched” with 
some locals on the microwave bands. We 
had only very basic equipment (literally 
micro-watts of power), but the extra 

continued on page 29

Australian Radio Industries 
Pty. Ltd.

 Servicing Commercial, Amateur & 
CB Radio Applications

CURRENT  CABLE  PRICES
ARI RG213/U MIL-C-17D -  $180.00/100m
ARI RG58C/U MIL-C-17D -  $60.00/100m
ARI RG59B/U MIL-C-17D -  $80.00/100m
RG-223 -  $6.60/m
RG-174 -  $1.00/m
Times LMR-240 -  $3.40/m
Times LMR-400 -  $5.00/m
Times LMR-400 Ultraflex -  $8.50/m
Times LMR-600 -  $9.90/m
Times LMR-600 Ultraflex -  $14.00/m
LDF5-50 7/8” HELIAX -  $9.95/m
LDF4-50 1/2” HELIAX -  $4.95/m
300 ohm Ladderline -  $1.50/m
450 ohm Ladderline from -  $2.40/m
7 Core Control / Rotator cable -  from $2 /m
8 Core Control / Rotator cable -  $2.70/m

All Coax Cable Connectors & Adaptors Available 
Brands Incl. Link, Radiall, Amphenoll, Times, Andrew, RFS

VARIOUS ANTENNAS
Rojone 477Mhz 12dBi vertical -  $250
ARI Fibreglass 5/8w 2m whip -  $16 ea
ARI Stainless 5/8w 2m whip -  $35 ea
ARI Fibreglass 4.5db 70cm whip -  $12 ea
ARI Stainless 4.5db 70cm whip -  $15 ea
2m 1/4w whips from -  $16 ea
70cm 1/4 whips from -  $10 ea

All antennas available from
Rojone, HY-GAIN, Diamond, Valor, Comet, Larsen,  

Cushcraft, Create, M2, Butternut, Alpha Delta, Force 12

Many antennas will be available from ARI soon 
HF / VHF / UHF YAGIS, VERTICALS, 

QUADS, WIRE ANTENNAS

VARIOUS PRODUCTS & ACCESSORIES
3mm Dacron UV/Rot proof rope -  $0.65/m
5mm Dacron UV/Rot proof rope -  $0.85/m
3M Scotch 23 Self Amulgamating tape -  $20/roll
W2AU 2Kw Hi Power Antenna Baluns from - $50 ea
W2DU 10Kw Hi Power Antenna Baluns from - $60 ea
2.00mm HD COPPER WIRE - $35/kg (35M per kilo)
1.60mm HD COPPER WIRE - $30/kg (58M per kilo)
COAX SEAL PUTTY -  $8.00/roll
SO-239 Dipole centres -  $20.00 ea
450ohm Dipole centres -  $20.00 ea
Antenna insulators ceramic & PVC from - $1 ea

AMERITRON LINEAR AMPLIFIERS
AL-811AX 600W - $1300       AL-811HX 800W - $1699
AL-572X 1300W - $2100       AL-80BX 1KW - $1995
AL-1200X 1.5KW - $3299     
ALS-500MX 500W Mobile - $1399

All amplifiers come standard with 28Mhz !
 Mirage amplifiers also available to order ˇ

“HOT” ANTENNA ROTATOR DEALS
Yaesu G450A - $599        Yaesu G-800DXA  - $895
Yaesu G-1000DXA - $1000
HYGAIN AR35 Light duty - $190.00

All Yaesu and HY-GAIN rotators available

DAIWA VHF/UHF SWR/PWR METERS “DISCOUNTED”
CN-103L VHF/UHF - Normally $209     NOW $175.00

CN-801V VHF/UHF deluxe unit - Normally $329 

NOW $280.00
 

PAY BY - MASTERCARD, VISA
Disclaimer: Prices subject to change without notice.

All Prices inclusive of G.S.T.

“SOMETHING NOT LISTED? 
CALL NOW !!”

For all MFJ, Ameritron, HY-GAIN, Mirage products
Refer to the MFJ website - www.mfjenterprises.com

Trading Hrs: Mon - Fri 8am - 530pm
Off: (02) 4887 7504 BH     FAX (02) 4887 7504
EMAIL: sales@arindustries.com.au
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made some pretty remarkable contacts, 
including to VK2DVZ in Taree on 23 cm 
(518 km), VK2KWM and VK2IF in far 
northern NSW on 2 m and 70 cm (nearly 
600 km), and to far north Queensland on 
6 m (over 2000 km). The 6 m propagation 
was probably sporadic E.

To top it all off, after the contest 
finished we had a half hour rag-chew on 
1296 MHz with the VK3UHF guys 515 
km away! Who says you can only rag-
chew on 80 m!

There’s heaps of fun to be had by getting 
out into the field and joining in one of the 
field day contests. You don’t need lots of 
fancy equipment, in fact most modern 
multi-band transceivers are all you 
need for operating 6 m, 2 m and 70 cm, 

along with some 
simple antennas. 
Just find a bit of 
high ground and 
give it a go! If you 
can’t get out into 
the field then get 
on the air from the 
home QTH and 
give the portable 
s ta t ions  a  few 
points. Remember, 
our VHF and UHF 
bands are valuable 
bits of spectrum; 
so “use them or 
lose them”!
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Photo 3   Sunday morning Photo 4   Sunrise

Photo 2   The campsite enveloped in cloudPhoto 1   The view to the west at sunset

Photo 5   The campsite and antennas

Mountains of Fun continued




